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REMARKS 



Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 102 and §103 



The Examiner has rejected claim 1 under 35 USC 102(b) as being unpatentable 
over Kump (U.S. Patent No. 3,767,493). The Examiner has rejected Claims 2 and 5 
under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kump (U.S. Patent No. 3,767,493). 
The Examiner has rejected Claim 3 under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kump 
(U.S. Patent No. 5,759,921). The Examiner has rejected Claim 4 under 35 USC 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Kump (U.S. Patent No. 5,759,921). The Applicant respectfully 
submits that the new claims 18-26 are not anticipated or rendered obvious by the cited 
references. In particular, the independent claim 18 has been written to include the limitations 
of the previous claim 6 that the Examiner indicated as allowable. The element of 
independent claim 18 that was deemed allowable in the previous claim 6 is: "conditioning a 
surface of the exposed first layer with a third chemistry after removing the thin, unetched 
portion of the second layer, the conditioning to terminate the surface of the exposed first 
layer with primarily the same atomic termini'' The Applicant therefore submits that the new 
independent claim 18 and the claims 19-26 that depend upon and incorporate the limitations 
of claim 18 are in condition for allowance. 
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Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.136(a)(3), applicant(s) hereby request and authorize the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office to (1) treat any concurrent or future reply that requires a petition 
for extension of time as incorporating a petition for extension of time for the appropriate 
length of time and (2) charge all required fees, including extension of time fees and fees 
under 37 C.F.R. 1.16 and 1.17, to Deposit Account No. 02-2666. 



Respectfully submitted, 



BLAKELY, SOKOLOFF, TAYLOR & ZAFMAN 



Date: December 19, 2005 




Heather M. MoUeur 
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(408) 720-8300 
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